C.E AN

INTRODUCTION
The Polynesian kingdom of Tonga is unique among the archipelagoes of the Pacifie in never coming under control of a western nation. It consists of 170 islands and islets in the South Pacifie between latitudes 15°35'S and 22°20'8 and longitudes 173°54'W and 175°38'W (Fig. 1) . The islands are divisible into three major groups from south to north: Tongatapu; Ha'apai; and Vava'u. The largest island and seat of the government is Tongatapu; its maximum altitude is about 60 m. The Ha'apai Group consists of atolls and low islands. The islands ofVava'u are small, volcanic, and mountainous. Also included as part of Tonga are three small volcanic islands to the northwest called the Niuas: Niuafo'ou; Tafahi; and Niuatoputapu. Captain James Cook gave the name Friendly Island to the Tongan island ofLifuka in 1777 on his third voyage around the world. The name was applied by Europeans to the whole group and persisted in the literature for many years. An anonymous 1983 report of a survey of the baitfish resources of Tonga was made available to us by the South Pacifie Commission (now the Pacifie Community). Included are the anchovy Stolephorus indicus, which from the known distribution should be expected in Tonga, and the cardinalfish Rhabdamia gracilis. In view of the distribution of the latter, we believe its occurrence in Tonga should be confirmed.
We present below the first checklist of the shore fishes of Tonga from our own collecting and photographie efforts and from what we conclude are valid records from the literature. We also include photographie and/or visual records for 30 species recorded by Larry Sharon. The most important reference has been the F AO volumes 3 to 6 on fishes edited by Carpenter and Niem (1999-2001) 
entitled The Living Marine Resources ofthe Western Central Pacifie.
The species in our checklist are listed alphabetically by genus and species within the families. They are not separated by subfamilies.
W e in elude as shore fishes tho se that occur on the insular shelf at depths less than 200 m. W e have refrained from adding species that we expect to be found in in shore waters at Tonga as their presence there cannat be confirmed. We have included the native Tongan names for the species when determined. These were obtained by the authors Dye (1983) , Randy Thaman of the University of the South Pacifie, and Bradley S. Mann who was a Peace Corps volunteer in Tonga during the time ofthe first author's visit. Many families offishes, especially those with species of little value as food fishes, have a general Tongan name that is applied to ali species of the family such as haku for needlefishes (Belonidae), hulî for the fusiliers (Caesionidae), sifisifi for the butterflyfishes (Chaetodontidae), and hohomo for parrotfishes (Scaridae). There is a general Tongan name for a few groups offamilies such as 'anga for sharks, fai for rays, toke for eels, and lokua for blennies and gobies. The general term for sorne of these families is given to ali of the species. Sorne species of fishes of special value have different names for the growth stages. The mullet Mugi! cephalus, for example, is named from small to large: te'epala, te'efo, 'unomoa, kanahe, and kanahetauau.
The islands of Tonga are positioned on the easternmost margin of the Australian continentallithospheric plate, with the Pacifie lithospheric plate extending eastward and northward from the Tonga Islands (Springer, 1982) . The marine fauna ofTonga is biogeographically important due to its location between these two plates. Severa! authors have noted the diminution in the number of species of shore fishes as one rn oves eastward in the Pacifie from the rich Indo-Malayan region. Randall (1998) estimated that there are 2600 species of shore fishes in Indonesia. Allen and Adrim (2003) compiled a list of 2057 species of coral-reef fishes in Indonesia to a depth of 60 m which is comparable to the estimate of 2600 as the latter includes shore fishes to 200 m and those of other inshore habitats such as mangroves, sea-grass beds, and sand flats. Kulbicki and Rivaton (1997) Admittedly, the collecting has not been equal at alllocalities and proper comparisons cannot be made of island groups with small islands and atolls to high islands with more marine habitats from greater freshwater runoff. Also islands of higher latitude, in general, will have fewer species. Nevertheless, the trend is clear, particularly for Pacifie plate archipelagoes which have fewer species than continental plate islands. Zug et al. (1989) prepared a list of fishes collected or observed at Rotuma, Kulbicki et al. (1994) for the Chesterfield Islands; Kulbicki and Williams (1997) for Ouvéa Atoll, Loyalty Islands; Randall (1999) for the Pitcairn Islands; and Randall and Earle (2000) for the Marquesas Islands. Ail of these are based on one to a few relatively brief, though intensive, periods of fish collecting, and they are not as complete as the other checklists.
We record below a total of 1162 species offishes from Tonga (species in the list entered as "spp." are counted as representing two species; species living below 200 m excluded). Forty of these are epi pelagie fishes, so this number should be deducted from the total to restrict the number to reef and shore fishes. W e recognize that the number of species will increase with further collecting, especially in poorly sampled sand and softbottom habitats.
As would be expected from the proximity of Tonga to the islands of Fiji and Samoa, the fish fauna is most similar to th ose of these two archipelagoes. We note that at least 658 Tonga species offishes are shared with Fiji and the Samoa Islands. Undoubtedly this number is much greater, but there is no checklist of Fiji fishes.
Twelve species of fishes from our list below are presently known only from Tonga. These are designated by an asterisk. Thirty-two species are listed only by genus. These represent sight records that could not be identified beyond genus with assurance (such as Dasyatis sp.), species waiting description, and species ofwhich we have specimens that we cannot identify.
CHECKLIST
ECHINORHINIDAE (BRAMBLE SHARKS)
Echinorhinus 
